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alive by one another. At length, overborne by sheer
weight of numbers, Leonidas with other Spartans fell,
fighting nobly ; and a desperate conflict was maintained
over his body, until Hydarnes came up with his men.
Finding themselves thus taken in the rear, the Greeks
went back into the narrow part within the wall, and here,
after performing prodigies of valour, the Thespians and
Spartans were all cut down, the bravest of the latter
being, it was said, Dienekes, who hearing from a Trachian
just before the battle that when the Persians shot their
arrows the sun was darkened by them, answered merril)'',
' Our friend from Trachis brings us good news : we shall
fight in the shade/ All were buried where they fell: and
in after days the inscription over the allies recorded that
4,000 Peloponnesians fought here with 300 myriads. Over
the Spartans was another writing, which said:

Tell the Spartans, at their bidding,
Stranger, here in death we lie.

Two only of the 300 Spartans who came with Leonidas
were lying sick at Alpenoi. The one, Eurytos, calling for
his arms, bade IMS guide lead him into the battle (for his
eyes were diseased), and plunging into the fight was there
slain. The other, Aristodemos, went back to Sparta and
was avoided by all as the dastard, But he got back his
good name when he flung away his life at Plataia. As
to the Thebans, they took the first opportunity of hasten-
ing to the king with a story which Herodotos calls the
truest of all tales, saying that they were the first to give
earth and water, and that they had gone into the fight
sorely against their will. The issue of the battle set
Xerxes pondering. Summoning Dernaratos, he asked
how many Spartans might be left and received for
answer that there might be about 8,000. To the question
how these men were to be Conquered Demaratos replied